* THE EXPLORER * _
Vols II -~ 2 (10¢) April 1950
#e lead off with word from Larry:
DEAR MEMBERS:
Another edition of Explorer -~ pretty good work on it, too -- bigger - better.
¥ith this issue I have a warning thet theinr is a delinouent 1list, since Ed or
I have not heard from a nuabsr £ the mambers. These still may be interested
marberas If so, let us hear from you. Thers 1o a ein-wedk deadline frow tue
prirting of the second iseuae. If deiinguisnts ers not heerd fren they will ba

dropped from the Roswmer gznd the maitias lwehts. Durn'’ let that harpon ho sou.
Mrs. Claire Miiler l4z 3ons in (u.ie @ ni23 gupganticne Ths maia idee ie that
; : oY T 5 : e i p 3 3 TS
we 3aocuid lLike to fird el wied the members woulc lik., thet is, in tae club's

activitics, ~he typec of s’ories, the depavtnents iun he ‘zine. Any suggections
will also he apprcaLatou, Plzuse sand in your rcaciions anc sugrestione te Mis,
Claire Miller 336% Wuter St., Helena, Mcnbtena, or tu me, Iewrsnce %ichlbauch,
Rilie2e Blox 2288 Bllllngs nontnnn. The results will be listed in the ncxt issue
of' tne E¥FLCRZR.

A few days ago e member sent me another good idea. It is for e photo album
0f tho members. If any of you are iatcrested in this album; sead a snapshct
nazative of yoursclf alonzg with a 110 word biography, or detesile of likes and
hobblics in tho s—f worldc This shculd be sunt to Holena 3chaumberger, 1370

. Collioge Avonua, Bronx 56, Now Yoilko

That is about 2ll of the new idess that have been sent in so far. However,
if you have some idea, lot's hnear frca you.

Perhaps there erc some member: w:0 may not be aware of the:original dosig-
nation of the EXPLORER and tho clubis motto, "Ad Stellas.! .

Pirst, tho EXPLORER is » 'zine d3diecntod to new trails, to be blazed on this
plenst, on others, and prridculz-iy ime men's mindse - ! . ]

. AD STELLAZ -~ - .- TO THE STARS
The stars -- ma £pds we igaored them -~ as mon-
we study thenm -.- end ds sods ws shall reach thern.

Our club the ISFCC, nlso hns a trading sorvice for its members..The trading
oonager is Qlch Elsbcrry of 413 E. 18th St., Minncnpolis, Minne The lending li-
brary is run by Shermen Berg of 1125 . Cherry St., hllw«uk@e, Wisconsins A new
branch, the Pon Pals, starts with Bill Johnson, PO Box 1041, Walnut Creek, Cali-
fornia heading the department.

Well, enough for this issue, 80, nice pcople - -

’ ; "Ad Stbllns"
Lawrence Kishlbauch
Prosidont, ISFCC
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TLYING SAUCER NOTES

ihs eoucers, the discs, are still flying -~ grinine publicity hers and there —-
termed evory~hing from outer spnce visitors to resulis of prototypes designad in
b rvlend nnd in Gerrieny. It was buu rcceatly thet they beerme news in this erea of
ths strias (N‘westcrn Farne ) when ‘one driver roported following the sight of one
for twelvo minutes, snd ~ doctor in St. Mnry 8, Pn; says ‘he saw 'something'! that
resamb’oed the roputed ssuvcers.

Ed_torially, ws.have yet to séo one, tut as one meuber has written: Just be-
cause tha A4F says 'tain't sc is no deflﬂltu indication it #in't so. Things have
vgar secn, whethor saucer: o: something ¢lsce

West County of ifyoming rcported tuo instances of the saucers being roeported,
once by Mre. Jay Engle and her childrorn, =nd agein by LeRoy Griffin and Honmer Graye
Peports heve comé in from all over, doscidibing the things. Reports come out of
‘exico, and during his Merch J3th brondcast, Drew Pearson observed. that the stato-
went of s sauvcer crwahlng in'Moxico was to bo invecstigated. TRUE mngazine follows
i+a Doa, Keyhoe erticle with mncthor by Comiandcr Robart leLeughlin of the Ne vy.

: Tiolion scientist cleims the saucers wero a wor dovelopricnt.
x ok ok K :
TES LINDING LIBR:RY -

Worc conos : Shermnn Berg thnt the Londing Library is in operation. 4 numbor
of tools heve ceme in rnd rore heve been promiseda.

‘s things arc now plannad, “ooks and mags will go out on a rOund—robin bagis.
Liswing #ill go with e~ch book sont out, with a time linmit gset upon ths length of
tiae » morrher may held a bocl, Beyond thﬂ :imit, a 1¢ fine per day shall be put
e G ieeE:

A complete listing of avnilable books rAnd mngazines will be mede in the next
iesua. of EXPLORER so .that members mey send in their rendinz wants. Again, if any
merher nay neve books or. nagazines tnet right be of intorest to other membors and
if .ny merber is willing to contritute tbom to the library, they will be very wal

COr18,
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ELECTICNS

Tery soon all eligible mombors of ISFCC will be: recoliving their brllots for
the coming elections. There.will be r number of amendnents to be voted upon, 8o
read ther cerofully. Each noember, as n prrt of the wholc, detcrmines the way in
whlch ISFCC continues through hls or her vota.

LI B

TALKI § F CC to your frisnds --- gct 'em to join. 4 froo sub to EXPLORER for
five signod up membors. If you've alreudy subscribod, your sub goes on for a year
iongdr.
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Published bi-monthly by and
for the IL.S.F sCeCe

Spring is here, and so is the April issuc of
the EXPLORER, perhaps not as colorfully as the cro
cus nor the violet, but we do hope it has improved
with the pessing of the monthse. There is tha possi
bility of art work coming in, maybe with the next
issue, if we've made our gedget right.

You'll note that this issue has a few more of
thoso things called prges — more stories - more ar

* ticles - all of which indicates a healthy and grow
%ok ok % K K K ok K % K % K % % % ing clube
There isn't nuch elsec we can say but a hearty "thenks" for the membership support
thus fer -- we hope it continues and inproves.

Editor: Ed Noble, Jr.
Girard, Pennae

Rates: 1l0O¢ per copy
50¢ per year

* ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ *»

FAN-FARE~WELL

It's no longer a news item that Edgar Rice Burroughs started out on a new treil
end won't be putting out Tarzan or John Cartor or Pcllucidar or Venusien tales to
entertain the reading public, but while he was here he did a good job and will not
be forgotten too soone. In the s~-f field he'll be classed as a ploneer, along with
Verne and Wells and Lovecraft and Morritt and others.

The last "30" has been put down on an ERB tale, but they'll stay on for a long
timege ‘ : k
LOOXING OVER THE PAGES: The following have bcen received by EXPLORER since the last
issues

ALEMBIC - a pleasantly mimeo'd job by Norman ishficld, 27 Woodland Rd., Thornton
Heath, Surrcy, England--—gcnoral chatter, fiction and verse. You can get three
issuos by sending onc US pro-nag to Ashfield, it says -- and worth ite

NIRVANA - He Ko Bulmer, 84 Drayton Park, Highbury, London N.5, Eng. - A snell
'zine nicoly donece Half in proso - half in verse. No rate information.

FAN-FARE - Paul Ganley, 119 Ward Rd., North Tonawanda, NY -~ 15¢ per copy. A new
one in the field and done on hacto. Fiction and book reviews — roads pretty well
and could go placese

X~RAY - The 0-0 of the Universal Mugketcers. Info, writc Ron Friedman, 1980 E. 8
St., Brooklyn 2%, NY -- contains numerous plugs for other outfits, including ISFCC
for which meny thankse. Monthly. 10¢ par copy.

THE OUTSIDER - a Hecto done for S. 4. Ps Ss by Wrai Ballard, Blsnchard, Ne De
Interesting article on rockots back in 1814¢ Elogent covers

SCIENCE FANTASY NEWS - of the SFS, 84 Drayton Park, Highbury, London N.5, Eng.
News of the Sciency Fantasy Society, London Circle, articles, and rceviews. Good
pockot-sizae ‘'zine

SLANT ~ 170 Uppor Newtonards Rd., Belfast, Northern Ircland - one of the best -
you can get it for pro-zines, it srys, and woll worth that. "Swordsmen of Varnis"
a masterpiece in the Spring Issue

SASFFR ~ Cs Te. Beck, PO BOX 877, Grand fent. Sta., NYC 17, NY - deals with non-
fiction srticles and reviews. Printing should bc bettor when theo peper inmproves -
can use neterial and nmombers. Write C. Ts Boeck for information.

ENQUIRY - scnt by Arthur Millwmrd - a UK pro-zinc. Articles and reviews od
oddity, s-f, and gcneral items. This one will be =2vailnble £s long as it holds
togsther through tho Lending Library, to which it is being sent.

SOMETHING NEW HAS BEEN ADDED

48 a noember of the ISFCC and an EXPLORER reader and now Pen Pal Dop't heed I
would like to invite all of you menmbers and non-nombers who seck correspondents
to soend rie their nanos and addrcsses, descriptions, ngcs, hobbies, with a self-
addressed, steriped envolope. Your nems will bo cntered in the Pon Pal Dep' Book
and a list of 2ll others will be mailed to you, or should onc ask for a possible
correspondent neeting ngo and hobby specifications, spacific nanes could be sont
frorz tho nmastor files.

Each month lists will bo printcd in EXPLORER

. 8o, fron the East, West, North, South, Canada, nll tho Anoricas, end all other
continonts, let ro henr from you., But plcasc enclose your stamped ¢nvelopes

BILL JOHNSON
PO Box 1041
R Yk WALNUT CREEK, CALIFORNIA

The day for having pnid your incorie tax is past.

Spring is here rnd you won't noed to buy so much coal or oil or gas.

Maybe, if you haven't subscribed to EXPLORER, you nay be ablc to scurry around
ond locate ten nickels, five dinoes, two ouarters, or a half n buck for a yeer's
subscriptions Here's that blank ngrins——-

THE EXPLORER

c¢/o Ed Noble, Jre., Girard, Pennas.

I1'd like to got my copy of THE EXPLORER regularly. Enclosed find for
copies. (Rntes: 10¢ per copy, 50¢ per yoar)

I should like to reand the following things in THE EXFLCRER (Co:rients, pleaase)

) Nane:
(DON:T SEMD STAMES) ;ddrese



One of the msmbsrs of ISFCC has
of oddities that may have occurred
"ice breaker". Have any of you had
and for the moment reed about---

suggested *that others of the club send in items
in their lives, and submits this episode as an
experiences to egual or rival this? 3end 'em in

- Arthur Millward, 70 Lecester Rde off Queen's Rda
Cheetham, Manchester 8, England

When the Armistice was signed in 1918 we were campced just about three milca the
other side of Gazaes In approximately six wecks time we received orders to proceud
to Cairo, to the great joy of overyono. Apart from Cairo being a great place for cn
“ertainment, food, drink, ctce., I was looking forward to sscing thc wonderful East-
ern sights such as the Sphinx, tho Pyramids, and tho Dcad Citics.

I had not bsen in Jeiro two days before I made tho long awaitod trip to the Pyr-
amidse They are a wonderful sight and thoy and thoir surroundings simply cmanate
mystery end ths supernatural. I had herrd that ono could go inside the Great Pyr-
exid, but had bocn advisced not to do so bccruse, nt that time, tho East was the
East and thc natives wore not always to bz trusted. Howover, I wns twenty one and
edventurcgsomo. I wentod to say that I had bzcn in tho Pyramide So I climbod up the
large stoncs of which the Pyremids arc composod, cach stonc much bigger than a man,
cventunlly reaching tho opening that lcd into the pyremid itsclf.

4 SCARE IN THE PYRAMIDS

Scated outside this opcning waere two
thsy wero, and one offcrcd his scrvices
hc would teke mo right to thc center of
Chcopse I accecpted his sorvices. Toking

Egyptions -- guidcs, I assumcd. Surc cnough,
for tho prico of ten pisstras -- for this -
the pyramid, to tho tomb of tho Phrraoh

off my boots snd slinging them over my

ghouldcr, I preparsd to follow him into the drrk interior. Ho had a rather short
{I thought) cendle in his h~nd. %cll, we went downhill, yard by yard, for I cnnnot
sey how mrny yards, I carefully getting my heels into the dents of the limastone
and following my guide with his little condlc. Thon we made a turn. After that we
mede many turns -- right -- then left -- until I lost 2ll scnsc of dircction and
was completely lost. But for ths guide's candle it would hnve becen, of courso,
pitch dark. I was completcly 2t this morey and he could hnva cut my throat without -
anyonoe knowing, snd I doubt if I would have ¢vcr beon found. However, he did not
do so, and cventunlly wo rs~ched ths centar of the pyramid. The chamber which had
once been the tomb of onc of the Pharaohs wrs awesome and cerie in the flickoring
yellow flamo of thc cendle.

Then camo thc return journaye. It woo climbing this time -- but what worried me
was that the candle was getting dongerously low! Thorec was hnrdly an inch leftl

"Good hcnvens," I thought, "if that darnaed thing goes out, I've had itdl X&x I'm
complately lost ~nd =t this dirty blightor's merey!" Thon it cnmo. OUT WENT THE
CAIIDLE! I nonrly feinteds I couldn't sce thing! Tnlk nbout thc blackness of
sprce —— this wns blackl Tho guido hrd gonc dondly ouiote I did not know which way
to turne I knew ho was about a yard ~bove me on the inecling, writing -- but wniting
for whet? Then he spoke.

"Cendle ma fis (finished)" ho saids I didn't ~nswors. I couldn't. "Gibbut twonnih
piastre." Blackmnil, I thought. All wrs otill jet bleckness, »nd don't forget that
I wes actunlly in » tomb -- no noed to sny how ouict it wesl

"All right -- givc twonty piestres," I mnnnged to say. I would give anything:

"Gibbut nowe" The ultimatum crmo from the blacknosse

"I give when I cen see," I cnide Thon, to my utter reclisf--beyond words—-thore
was the flare of s match, and thore wrs the guide with 2 new candle which he had
just lite Well, I con't say just whot I thought nbout thec black devil -~ no words
can describe my fselings -~ but I kept my mouth shut. I wantod to sce the light of
daye He storted to move up, oftcr somc moro arguing, ~nd somchor I mrneoged to keep
him on the move. Throats, promiscs, showing him coins -- anything as long as ho
kapt going. After meking sovernl turns I could soc, in the distrnce, a very snall
speck of daylight. But I know whnt it wns -— it wns the OUT2IDE, whoere I wanted to
bec. 50 I kopt pushing ths guido forw-rd derpite his protcecsting and shouting of
"Gibbut twennih pinstre--". I constrntly rcplicd with "Gibbut soon", pushing him
up until tho speck of light grew larger ~nd largor. I knew -s long ns I kcpt that
iight in viow I wag safec, cnndle or no candlc.

I will lenve to your imngin~tion as to whrt strtc I wes in when I got outsids,
and what I said to that son of sntan, nnd whet I gave hime. Whon I stopped sheking
I put on ny boots ~gnin rnd then I took ~ftcr hin.

I shell never forgot thnat cxporiocncoe —-- I shall ncver forget the bleckness that
descondod when thrt cnndle whnt oute Bolieve mo, 3CF's, that was really darki
And T wags in n tomb---1}
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NEW MEMBER3 of thc ISFCC g ;
Miss Dorothea Kecllor, 312 Elm 3t., Grrdnsr, Massochusetts
Mra. Dorcen Houso, 3 Glndstons Rde, Heevitree, Excter, Dovon,. Engleond

CIANGES -of ADDRESS
Edith Robertson, Box 62, Evnrt, Michigen

by buying BASTER SEALS.

Tho Next Issus of "TXPLORER" will be rondy for you by Juno 1
~If you want it -- makc surc of it by subscribing if you havo
" not alrondy done so.
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wre, its first submittod poems

: oy ey ZA7LOPER 0
w¥PLCRER rreseats, with flourish anc Zaa ¥
" UHL SLAET BARD" .
Ok, who's to slng as 1 pluck the strings
e And turn my facc up to the sky?
o 411 the rest are dead, and I shako my 'hoad,
ind monan, and wondcr whye

As far I cen goc no nen thero be--—
I'n alono in a world of the dsad.

From-ithe land cf my birth every lund of tho Earth
Baz fclt my fevared treads

/ff,/, I search tho land for “hat thlng 80 grand——
' 4 conmprnicn for my gleoon.
FRsifng sals' 1920 tho&gq my heart is iow
As 1 foco tho coming doome

I was young nnd gay whon the world turnod groy
s Upon that torribloe norn,
i Whon ny friernds all dropped and dcath no'ecr stopped
ek 'Til I -wrs left nlone to mourn.

Now I'm all 2lono r#nd as I roam
My voice rings leong ond loud;
Aol 8 ' But therzs nons %o hear and nono to care
ol £ And I wonder: '"¥horcis tho crowd?!

Then I know they're dead snd I hnng.nmy hend,
Still my voica, end softly cry-«

I vow to zoarcn the lend for a living man
Until the day I die.

As I rovo along I sing ny zong
But thoro's rons thet's left to hoar;
And T writs iy verse with A muttered curso--
Tho 1la2st bard left down haro- e
Frank n. McNemar
Grangcr, Missouri

SOUTH .,FRICs# CAiLLS —-

Fron fllcen Newion, 114 E. 25th St., Brltimore 18, Marylend, comos a roguest
of ISFCC mombors intcrestod in stamp collcecting. He would like to know if sone
nombors should want to corrcspond with South africans who want to swap lotters
with others. Should therc bo any intcrosted, plense send your nsno and nddross
“o: allen Nowton, 114 E. 25th 5t., Bsltimoro 18, Maryland.

M- 0yl P K

FIRST ATTEMPT --- by Cpl. Willinm 5. Vernon, USMC

In the large spaco cruiscr Xizort passed a hand ncross his forehcad and pressed
“he switch of the vidco-scrocn that would put him in contnct with thoe horic basoce
Tivo years ago, ho and twenty othors had blasted off froii an obscure, and as yet
undiscovercd, pleanot of the far renchcs of the golar gystem. It wns to bo the
first expedition tn thc plenet %novn ns Zarth. Now, nftor hardship and deprivation
it sconed ns if the gonl was to be reanchod at lasts. is the face of tho Galic
council presidcnt sprang into bold relicf on the scroen it was with a"sigh of ro-
hlof that Xnert rcported sconing succoss in their first 1ntbrplnnotary venturos

"It looks as if, within n fcw dnys at the riost, we will bo within the Earth!s
atnocphore, snd our mission will have becn cuccbssful. What arc your orders?!

4 srile of success covercd tho face of tho old man whose wrinklod featuras
heamed out from the screen, snd ho spoke in an oxcitomente "Sclect a suitable
landing plnacc and contnct the inhnbitants imredintely upon landinge Usce a naximun
of caution, however, Captnin, as they will no doubt bo unfriendly at the outsaot.”

"Yeg, sir," rupll“d Crptoin Xmerte. "I will uso tho utnost caution ~- have no
foar of that. Too tch dsponds upon the outcome of this to risk failure." Tho
Ceptain switehod off the vidoo and scttled into his seat for a last-rinute check
of instruncnts boforo retiringe. Tho long trip would soon bo ovor.

0 ‘oglo o by o' g

The Captain awoke with a start at the sound of someonc harriering at the door
and shcuting his nane. He sprang to his foot and rushod into the passage whorse
the ship was in a stnto of wild confusion. Tho alarm boll jongled sharply. Rush-
ing to the Control Room he cncountcred a young licutenant who reported in a shak-
ing voice that thoro scocned to bo soricthing wrong with the tubos as the ship was
losing power and dropping. Xmert brushed pnst tho officer and his cyos scanned
tho nmaze of instrumcnts. Slowly his back straightencd snd hc turned to the crowe .

"The tubes ore nolting, nen, ~nd beyond repeir in flight. Our ono chence is to
put the ship dowm on the body whose gravitationol influence started this. Perhaps
the tubes can bo ropnired there. Return to your stations snd preparc for an enaer-
goncy lending." '

As tho men rushod to thoir various posts the Captain tecok his position and bo-
gan tho tnsk of trying to bring the ship dovm with the least amount of danagoes*



* THE EXPLORER * ooy = o GERNE
The surface of the red planct seoned to hurtloc up at them until it filled the ea-
tirec viewport. As tho Captain mede one lrast desperate nttompt to slow their speed
the ship hit with a rending crash- Flntos huckled outward —- fuel tanks ‘exploded
with a roar that hurled frrgaonts of wreckrge for miless :

In an obscure obscrvatory cn Rarth, twe Jopsanesc amfrononers gesticulated wild
ly as their telescope pickad up the Martian pichure. Sorothing had exploded there
o1 Mars, and the two men wa*chcd for long momentc and then hastoned to contect the
ouusido world to tell them of what hnd lnpnoncds Evenhtialiy it was writton in the
ro~crds that a nmetoor had struck <the Martian evrlsce and hNd explodeds, It was for
gotiam soon by all save a fowa

La the snell planct thet was the hond baso of *ro firgh ezpedition to Earthk an
old nan slowly stood up end snapped the "of'f'! switch o tho vidcoe Shaking his
hozd  with bitter diseppeintiicnt he shufilcd out cf thzs rowm Lo announce that the
firaht etuempt ©e reach Baril. had ended in disanetere Perheps they would try ageia~—
--crly time would tell.

rHEFS

4 iithtle mood rnusic of "Valse Tristo" and Danse Macabro, mnestro, while we bring
T0 you-—-
THE OLD MAN —-— by Lawrence Licht, 33 Post Ave., New York

The little old man crcaked, rnd shuddered, then finally roseo from his sleep-
ing place along the sliny, cobbled walls of tho pasargce All ~round him it was in
ehamdles —- en enclent storm sewer, untonanted and unnoticed. Light came in foeebly
wprough scraggly crocks in the roofs The air wns damply nusty and slovene

Ho shuffled eround and looked: susplclously at his surroundings as' if to cetch
sorieone spying on him. Then he turned guickly and sped down the pnssageway.

Ho ron like a rat -crouchlng rnd dnrtlng.

Food,eefoodssthat was what ho naoded...nourlshﬂont.'Warmth sorething inside
to warnm hinm. Where could he get it? ihoro? He was tod old and weak to be activa.

Outside it wes rslnlﬁg, not clonnly. in''droplots, but es & nist, descending
wi.th a sticky, enveloping wetness. Thc ground was soakod spongy, and_doughy,
giving with each step,

Ho toved on, scarching for food. His ‘shoes ‘wore uud-—hls foot cold—-his hends
runb-~and still he wont on. Warnth--he needed warmth’ ——to foal somothlng we rn in
his mouth == to bo wern =- to be no longor hunzrys - .

Flnﬂlly ho gavd up. It WAB ‘tine to go bnck——bnck to sloop - to rest - 1t wes
latce :

Back he went, ‘hungry and aenpty, bﬂck t0 the sowar, "hie only refugo. He had
passad his prinoc. Omce it wes thnt he could get food, drink, and ~nything thet °
hs wanteds He hed becn young, once. He had joined othors. Thay hold partiecs =
had fune. Then it had boon “"rVOIOLBo

Ho'h~d lod then onco = instructed then - told therr what to- dos Ho was once
poserfule If he werec only llko thnt nowl Blg, °trong, hﬂnﬂsono, worthy of any-
DAL

Now he was old and 81811 and u-g—l—y.

He went back to slecp.

‘A harsh voice disturbed tho guioty "Okay, Pop -= lotts go. On yer foot‘" The
¢1d men awoke with 2 start. He' sprrng up. Thero wns 'still sorie 1life loft in him.
'This is a nice plnce ¥' got y'self - fer awpy frori evorywhoro - all rlona.
Tuc* right for no. They're looking for me, but I got ~waye. I c'n stay rlght hero
1¢ nobody'll knowe Nobody'll get mge Y'ro g01n' to havo corpnny, Pop. I'n itl"
“}op“ rerained silont end thoughtful. -
"Hust say y're not muchtvo a friond - no tnlkln"— no- nuttin'! - what 1¢ with
J5 anyhow?! POp did not nnswor. He didn't cven 1o0k up. He was thinking —-
"foll, if y' noads y' sleop thrt much cnd wanna be that way, I guess I'll turn
iSg: uOOo" Hoe helf stifled n ynwne He situntad himsolf in. n dry corner far from
e 0ld man, a spot c01mnnd1ng a view of tha pnssagowaye o
Soon ho was snorlng, curled up llko n bnby in sloop."“j_‘ ! #
Tao 0ld nan nwoke, It was’ nlght stills, Now he was nfraids This crlminal was: B
thrant to his slight sccurity. He might bo kill ad, dlscovorod—-almost enything.
22 whntod strength~-and’ with’ 1o, food» Thy Pood would give him strength. After
1% hnd strongth he would go nway - 10 hic frionds. Therb ho: would- fool young
nzein, nnd happy, tnd gey. Whot a- tine +hey would hnvo.
Zut ho nocded food — food for stronghth.t ¥ S L
Tho crlmlnql - he had somes Yos,-he hnd some, but-ho 18 stronge If he should
discover. -~ if he should find oub--all o might flnd Outo Then thcre would be no -
gnoinyg back to fricends —- nb youth agrin - 2o LFo. L &
12ut I neod nourishnént -« I7rmr ssared: 1'n co* whot I~ usod to be - blg, stronge
I don't have the courago - but I nust tryil

Yie dd try. =22

He inched ‘closer ~nd closor: Lo tho body of the sleeping man. He was silent,
uscd to bblng 81lont. He riovad alow 1y, trﬂlling 1n_tho gline on the cobblcstonee.
Nov too fast —-==' the ngn rmight aw"kcno : ; : :

H.s clothes were sonkad, 909nkdd fror the weatbr of tho sower and fror the sweat
of naervous tension. Tho ruck of the BeWCr wrentned him in its stench but he did
not nind-

‘The slccping nen snored one. Thon..shc furned ovore
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The sleseping man continued to snorace

Agein the old nen crawled on, driven now by tho victory close at hand. He had
not even to hunt--his prey was here, hore by its own notivation. Finally his un-
guenchable hunger and thirst would be satisfied. He would not want for some tinmee
" At last he could reach out and touch the figures He came closer, to hover --
then he dropped down and buried his teeth in the thick neck.

The crininal slept --- and just kept on slecping~-forevers

The old men settlod down. Ho was contonte He was stronge He would rejoin his
friendse Thors would bo lrughter, strength, and death ---
He took a nape.

Ezokiel Saw thc Whoel, 'Way Up in tho Middlo of the Air —-
But I don't think this was tho one he saw, for it is--
THE HIGH WHEEL by Bing Glarke

There was onco a whoole It was huge and colored tho custoriary blacke Nothing
unusual —- except that this wheel hung in the nir whero it revolvoed slowly, slowly.
o slowly that the human oyo ecould never dctoct its novenent, no natter how long
one watchods Yet it rovolved, steedily end surely, as systcmntically as a procision
watche ¢
No one kmew frorn whenco it came nor how long it hnd boon thers. Somo said, in
their wiso ways, that it had beon there for cternity, since Tinmo and the world were
young. Few cnred to argue about ite It had beoen an ocssontial part of their lives
since ‘they could ronombor. It was accepted - rarely questioned, no more nor no less
than the sun that shonc above the whecl, or thoe najestic peaks visible from afar,
or the driving winds, or the falling of the rainse :

_ Yot it was reputed, from o tale handed down by fathor to son through dusty nges,
that this phenomenon had a specinl purpose. It was whispered that it should fore-
toll some event of cataclysnic import -- somothing inexplicablos,

Men had waitod and wondored. And as tine rolled oh, pursuing the dust, the
story of the wheel's origin was forgotten in lcgend, but its purpose was note

The little village ovor which it hung changed but little with ages The honos
were still of straw and clay and nortar; the crops wcro the same; tho ficlds were
sown end resown with goldon wheat and barley; life was tho same -- so was the W heele.

Then, a nen, cndowed with tho gronter copacity for sceing than his follows, be-
gan to seak the snswor to the "why" of the whecl. In his home beyond the village
he studifed diligently, by doy and by nighte He did not finish until he had found
the nnswer.

It was so sinple. He wondered why no onc hnd discovered it beforc. Yet it
frightened hin that this tirme-lost sccret wgs so simplee But, bocnuse ho had the
nnswer he could tell othors.

He hastened to spread tho anewor, this discoverer of tho wheel's riddlo. Hie
honie was beyond the shndow of tho wheel and he hurried townrd the villagee It was
late afternoon, appronching ovening.

He ran until he rerched the shndow of the whesl -- then he pitched forward.
They found hir: in tho norning. Thoy cane and put hin in 4 box. They dug a hole and
put the box .deep in the ground and covercd it up with formal cerononye

Tho wheel still turns —=--

() Py () 2 A
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This third issue of EXPLORER soers to hold littlo of good fortune for the future
of mankindy We are sorta dickering with the author of PIONEER ON THE PLANET P-U
to allow his epio grnce thoso pngesa How 'bout it, Jackeon?

. John Carter, crn't you keep your Barsoorisns ant home?
THE FANATIC by Ron Lyons i

They called hin fanntic ees Fanatic eee FANATIC oo Oh, well, it didn't natter
nowess It couldn't eee it wns too lates In less than five nminutes it would be all
finishode Earth would bo nc moro. ’ ;

Jeff Laneon hed started to hove thosc drean-visitations about a year agoe They
told hin thoy would nako him the ruler of Earth if ho didn't telke There was rore
motorirlistic stuff thnn roere whisporings —-- there wne golde But Joff didn't want
to listcne He wont out to toll the worlde :

But the world rcfuced to belicvc his stories. The world didn't wrnt to listen,
and the world put hin in a sanitariun. Bug-oyed nonstors didn't exist - impossiblel

Inpossible --- ho! At this moment THXY wore cntering tho marth's atmnosphoraos
Perhaps ten soeonds remained. Jeff did not care ... the world hnd rofused to be~-
licve hin ese 80 ho hnd joined the nonsters fron Mars and hrd listened. He would
rule the Earthl '

e 0 b0 e

Tho inpact of the landing roackod nll thc worlds ‘A year later and two billion
slnves boweds Two rionstors flanked a throne, and botwcen then, on the throne, sat
the rulore Two billion slaves felt thoir daily inpact - theilr lashing - the rays
screcened out and thoy eried out as thoy went about thoir dnily eppointed tnsks.

And only one Earthnan laughed - - tho Fanatice -
* % ok X X

TSFCC ELECTIONS COME SOON ——- ARE YOU QUALIEIED:FOR YOUR BALLOT?
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TRADING CORN...ERR : "Richard Elsherry, 413 E. 18th Ste, Minn'plis
I didn't. intend to editorialize in this column, but sométhing has got my goat,
Of%en, in letterzines and ‘élsewhére, you read of crooked, dealers. . But is not too
often that one has dealings with thése 'so-called crooked dealers'——fandom as a
whole is pretty trustworthy. But once in awhileseel Recently I bought some ASF I
neaded for my collections. The price was about right and he:said they were in very
good dondition. ‘After three Weeks of anxious weiting' I got 'em. ‘One camc in two
pieces and the othors were pretty woll beatern up. I don't consider this shape. ae
"condition-~good." They wers worthless to fill ‘the gaps in the collection. I had
to buy the mags from someono else. This guy was not an ISFCC'er. This is the first
time I've been taken and I feel sorta bad abouwt ite Meybo.some of:-you hava hed a
similar expoerience and ard a littlc leary of buying books and mags :by meile. I don't
think you‘ll have to worry about buying or swapping ‘with I5FOClers, but if you
think you've been cheatcd in any ‘wry or thé books or mags.are misrepresented, drop
me a card end I'1l do what I can about sguaring thingse Howeyer, I don't think
you'll have any trouble wlth the membcrs who list thoir: trnde wants and salos and
swaps in this column.
Mrybc some of you don't lmow it but yoﬁ can get gona flnc book gervice from
two members, We Cs Butts and Lee Bl tte And heroe's a plug for our librarisn, Shemm
Berge If you've got any books that you'd like to send to the library for others to
read, the 1library will grow.
Here's the mnin pert of the column, the latest in swaps and seles and scokings. -
I fsol kind of bnd about not be able to put down all the meg lists that I have, but
they'd take up pages ond this is not a trade 'zine. Don't let this stop you from
sending Ten in, though. If Anyone wants mags you have, I cen put them in ccntact with
youe. If any mchbors want nege, write to me or to the ones who offer 'om nnd you'll
get e complete 1liste
SWAPS
Cply Bill Vernon, Mnrlno Flag All., Condr lst Floot ¢/o FPO, San Dlogo' Blll wa nts
to trade "4 Tredoury of Science Fiction" for nearly any good STF booke -

LARRY SAUNDERS,. 170 Wasblngton Avce, Stanford, Conn.: will trade any two of the
books ho hes for. any ONT $3° Arkhan Housoe in mint shape. Ho has NEEDLE, TH& BIG EYE,
PEBBLE .in the SKY, WALDO & MAGIC 1n mimt conditions”

BOB HOSKINS, Lyone F“lls, TY - wants to QWap Emgllah uCltlon of . THE WORLD BELOW
for annthcr book Or rAgZsSe

_ BRICE,LANE, 1630 0ld Shapee ?d;fﬁ, Mlnn plis, Mlnn — w"nta to swap Sherlock
Helres ond w’)rku of A. C. Doylo, PAUSE-TO WONDER, -rnd a30og0 p- b's for what have you.
4lso wants SDAN —- will twap rint, nutogrnphed EOUBL“ SHADOW for SLAN

FREDRICK MCLEAN, Box 371 Anacdrtps, ‘Wash. - His recent megs (1949) and sonc p-bs
thet he ‘wants to trude - coplote list cen be reecived from either of uae

" TOM COVINGTON, - 315 Dawson Sti, Jll*lnvton, NC - has STF mags (1949) to swap for
other STFe Write hin or me for liste

FRANK E MCNAMAR, Grenger, Midso@iri~- has: STF nageo frﬁ& 140 - '49 and from ASE
to. WTe Writc for list. Frenk cnrh usenlmost any STF bofors '45.

'EVA FIRESTONE, Upton, Wyoming =~ has fpllowing bonks and nrgs for awap: STRANGE
CONFLICT, RETURN OF T. RZUN nlsb Erig. Unknowns, New Worlds, Opsration Fantast, and
tha Psychlc Observers - o o : i

]

. .

SALE .
ST/NLEY CROUCH, Stcrling, Virginia — Sten hng a. groat collcction of SF mags for
148 and '49 thet ho io willing t5 sell at'10g ond 15¢ uny 6-10¢ nags. for 50¢ and
qny 7-15¢ nrgs for 90¢ Wirite for liste ' good cheneo 4o fill in your COlluCthﬂSo
VA FIRESTONE, Upton Wyening - meny . sccond-hand hooks xn fﬂlr condition for
. 15¢ - 30¢ liritoc her for list. :
BEA GLASS, @7 Baker St., Dovor, NJ ~ many myutbry and: ocst sellers.'
RICH “LSB“?RY - I havo sorie "RB TARZAN; C 40¢ dan
. D i3 A Al
.'t/h]\iT) L% : " b S ;
STANLEY CROUCH = wants “thc ‘45 ANﬂ21ng of Sh“vcr ol I REM MB LEMURLA -
BILL BUTTS, 2058 Z. stlantic St., Philadclphia, Pas.-— linnts 1J‘RB THRZAN tltlee.
Send. hin your lists:of whnt you have in-good condltlon. ;
BOB WALTON, Rockport, Ill.- quto Heggrrd's 'AYES hA in goad condltlon. £ls0 has
a ysar ('48) of BLUE BOOK to swap® for SFe ' s
JACK CUTHBERT, Box' 1736, Pittoburgh, Pa -=:wsants to buy ar trada ADF, 4034
. GLEN PRICE, wt- 3, Box 119, Poulsbo, Wnsh. = Wants ‘any. of Cnpt. FUTURE and nceds
.85 before '48 ond TS before Feb ~'49. jlsb wants, TIME TRAP- -
., EVA FIRESTONE - Upton, Wyo.- - wantc p-~ba of FOX {{OMAN qnd THE BLACK WHEEL. Also
%tr nid Ma gﬁ21nc for Nov‘ 1949, contqlnlna tho: 3hine nrtlclo.-
Well, that's thet. Kecp sanllnr ‘on ine llth elections qoming up, here's h: >ping
' 11 bo in ‘this Trading Corn...orr ngnin next igsyo.: Ghu—bye.
* ok ok K
. SECRETARY'S COLUMN = See NS Prul Gonlay 1
Fd tdllc ne thot the res ponge thus f~r hag beon grqtlleng, though hardly uni-
., ycria al. So, you who read this,; if:you thon't sant in-your subscription,’ can
“wo Iook for your’ future’ support?. : roe S
, Down to buslness Renenibecr Fred 7@1us’ two itoms in tho first issus, pbout
Dr. Bhinc's expurlmbnts with the mind? Thas frr® thore!s only been ONE offer to
aid'in the oxperimcnts, Bill-Vernone Coilc of; now: —-- how 'bout B
frother thingd There h-e beeh’ just: nbsut as'much response to the reguost for
scl® .noninntions for officers. The firat:ballot of six offices_carried nine
nczincose. I hope thore:ll bo rmore irterest in future clectionsi
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Sec'y's Colurm - conte

San Merwin, in Startling, g~vo EXPLORER a B rating, but EXP was only starting.
With stories, verse, articles, and what-have-you fronm the menmbers we should nake
thet 'A' list

I'd like, at this point, to plug thc forthconing pro-printed amateur booklets
goon to be released by Professional-Amateur Publications (comprised rostly of W.

C. Butts and Franklin Dietz, both ISFEC'ers) There'!ll bs six to a set, and of the
best amateur work availablees Prae-publication rnte is $1450. This isn't a fanzine
but a book deal. .

And there's the AD-O-Zine, n pocket-size ad publlcntlonx - to get it, send two
2¢ stenps to Bill Butts. To advertise - 30¢ per 4x6 pnge.

Other 'zines worthy of mention: Dave Hammond's INCUBUS, Sid Gluck'as SKYLARK,
and the Briney-Close CATACLYSM, the latter a poetry 'zine and wanting contribs.
Write ne for info if interested.

New pro-riags out, too: FUTURE and WONDTR STORY ANNUALe. Perna-books are out with
Groff Conklin selection of s-f tales. Rog Phillips WORLDS WITHIN also oute.

H-rr, how are we going to keep up with all these new developnments?

We Paul Ganley

119 Ward Rde

N. Tonawanda, NY
KOLLECTOR'S "KORNER

This column is, or should be, s neans for hobbyists and colloctors to get to-
gather. If you should hnve an item a fellow member could usc, why not write that
nernber? Others msy, in turn, have gomething you want. So, here we gos

Mrse. WILMA DUNN, 9% Bakor St., Dover, NJ -~ Shs collects antigue demi-tasse cup
gets as well as small china dollse

Mrs. EVA FIRESTONE, Upton, Wyoming - Latches on to ncwspapor and magazine cllp-
pings of odd snd rare phonomena. Let's keep a close watch for her,

RAY SHORT, 177 Wost Ste., Closter, NJ - Likes just about averything in reoords
fron Jones to Beechan, but esn't stend be-bop. Also interested in photography.

CPL. 'iMe VERNON, Marine Flag Allow., Cndr. 1lst Task Fleet, FPO, San Diego —=
collects articles on odd ocecurrences, particularly Flying Saucers; interested in
intcr-planstary travel. Would like to contsct anyone who cnjoys scientific crime
detection and policc nethods. (irite to Wve, Bill--)

ED NOBLE, Jre., Girard, Ponnan.- our orstwhile editor is ons ,of varied tastes--
tops on the list, record colleeting (Sce Ray Short)--next a canera bug -- nlso
likes language study and theosophics somctines --

BOB MARTIN, Box 15%, Iroguois, Ontnrio, Conesda - Our noighbor is a phanatic
about photography, onjoys astronory, chemistryp and stamp eollecting: Has quite
an SF collection ~nd works in an SP book-store. .

ADDIE HUDDLESTON, 1820 Logan St., Cineimmati, 0 - is also a negmbor of NiF and
LORELEI - hobby is strictly SF and she collects 'zines and bogks. If anyone has
the #1 issues of SLANT or LOKI, or a copy of LOST WORLDS by .Ce Ashton-Snith, ploase
write to Addiee. Also wrnts SNAK“ MOTH%R by Merritt.

STANLEY CROUCH, Stcrling, Vas - secris hic foreriost hobby (besides ISFCC, naotch)
is a group calleda TNOSI. Stan can nlso offer special servicecs on netional prozines
if you write hine

TERRY JETVES, 46 Lister Croe., Gloadless, -Shoffield, England - our foreign
ecorrcspondent is a2 whiz at calculus, but still rates it 2nd to SFs Started his
collcction before the wnr and’would liko to got some '39='40 SF magss He also doos
a bit of art-work and is willing to swap o-f uags« Likes stavp collecting and han
randio. WAy not drop hin a line.

LARRY G/GE; Rt 4, Pnris, Toxns -« His onc hobby is rondxnz and collccting fanous
SF stories. HlB favorites oro FPEM and FN nnd he's missed some cditions.

W C BUTTS, 2058 E. Atlantic Ste, Philag; Paé - Quite an avid SF fan = colleects
books and has over 150. Wants a copy of AIVENTURE IN TIME by MecComes cithor nint
or good - will %rado an original drawing by FAUL or buy if prico is reasonable.:
Also publishes his own Ad-0-Zinc and any caen have a copy for 2-2¢ stamps.

ARTHUR MILLWARD, 70 Loecester. Rd off Quecen's Rd, Cheethan, -Manchester 8, Enge-
Hos offered-to do the following for nombors. {§ill get.their wants fron ZIngland in
stanps, nrgs, photos, papers, ato. Main hobby is eollocting the unusual - the super
natursl or bizarre. Also has a ccntury-ald .atarp colloctxon with a, number of dupli-
cates which ho will swap for ningse . i

DOREEN HOUSE, 3 Gladstone Rd., Hoav1troc, uxoter Devon, Eng,,-.She has a differ-
ont hobby - collecting pottery aninals in colors - will swap for English souvonirs.

BILL JOHNSON, PO BOX- 1041, Welnut Croek, Cnlif. -~ Collocts Chinese Objets dlart-
in other words anything nntive to Chlnq, as whnt—nots, pictures, etc. Also likes
canieras and' pictures.

RICH ELSBZRRY, 413 © ‘lBth Kte, Mlnnoapolls, Minn - Our trndlnv mgr. is in keep-
ing with his job - collocting ~ngs, nninly Astouniing and ASF — noeds nany back
issues ~ if you havc 'en, write to hin. Also is @ stomp collactor. '

LAWRENCE KIEHLBAUCH, Rt 2, Box 223, Billings, Montann = Hore's the Big Wheel,
chillun,--but hé's an OK Joe -hobby is naking frionds via thoe mails, and is an
acgordeon onthusinst - collects records, nnd songs and shoet nusic for the squeeoze
box---

‘MICHAEL DeANGELIS, 302 E 38th st., NYC, NY -~ Thio gcntlaman is the lending light
of a new job soon to be out enlled GARGOYLE - Good luck, Mikel He collects anateur
nagsend neods copics of T'HANTAGRAFH, FANTASY MAGAZINE, GHOST, SF DIGEST, and SF
CORRESrONDENT. His new nag vill have lots of w.k. spf nanee
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JACK SCHWAB - 58 Greene Blvd., Ports outh, Vae is Librarian for Universal lvs..
keteers end his hobby would (cergo) bo books -- hes a 300 plus collection
rAUL GANLEY, 119 Werd Rd., North Tonawsrnda, NY - Our secretary is author of s
zine called FAN-FARE - was & stmip collector at onc time, but SF has since becone
first. Incidentally, Faul, do you estill have the stamps. Perhaps some mombor nay
be intercsted in sweps. Has about 35 ER3B titles ~nd is n dygd~1n—the—wool HOMO
NATICA -- has beon reriing 3-F sincc 1947, which hc considers a long time ~--
mnybe I shoulin't let on that I've becn ~n 3F fan since 1927 --- sorts Jates one,
loesn't 117
BG--
it i #
And here's a delightfiall 1little bit sent 1n by Chuck Hﬂrrls, 90 Maxey Rd, Dmgcnhan,
Essex, Englend --- thore is

ABSOLUTELY NO DECEFrTION--

As » specicl trent Mre D-ovilson had trken his wife ~nd two children, John end
Zrily, t5 Conoy Island for the dny. The kids, ropletec with condy-fluff, ice crean,
peanuts, ~nd henburgers were steniing en thc boardwelk, gazing in awe at an ‘cnor-
nously fat man spicling the crowd towar! his concession.

"Gather 'round - roll up!" he cricil., "Soc M'Gombi, the albino wizerd streight
fror the hecart of mystorious Africal Thrill to the unexplainable mmgice Sae this
first appe~rence in America of the one on? the only M'Gonbi-——n1m

Succuribing 4~ the excitcd urgings of his children Davidson mnde his way to the
ticket stend, bYought tickcts, and horded his little flock inside, to the front row
of benches. When the tent wns filled the lights wore dimmed and the spectators
hushod 3 the curtains wore swishcd opon.

In tho middle of ths stage wes the groat M'Gorbi, cladl in nulti-colorel robes
and in festhored hsasl-7 roes -- he was nwe-inspiring. Aftir lononstrating prosti-
ligitntion, conjuring, nn! firo-cnting he workaed up. to the clinax of his ecte He
gtroic to the contor of the strge end nddresscl his rullence:

"Ledics nnd gontlenen, for this, ny finpl oiracle, I shell saw n lady in‘half.
Being unnarricd nysclf, I shell reouire the nssistonce of ~ lqdy fron tho audicnced"

Before he had finishel spenking, Mrs. Dnv1aa*n, who hal hai nlways 'wanted to*
go on the stnge' slipped from her asat anl wac stenling by M 'GO“bl befOre G b Bl
ily knew whot hal heppoened. bl

"Thankg be to you, mrdan,". bowed M'Gombis-"We ~rc much inlebtel to you, but are
you surg-your farily w111 rot object?" He lookel inouisitively at her husben’ and
2t her childrene .

"Not at all," lsughe?! Devidooh. John anl Emily Jlgglod. The ﬂullchu cheered
and applauiaed whilo Mrs. Upv1¢san Mnplc? prettily an’ blushode

M!'Gombi pulled from the “#inzs ~ long box faintly roﬂlnlsccnt of a coffin. He
helpel Mrs. Davidson into the bOx, which wps 8n errengcl. thﬂt her feot stuck out
from one end, nnl her head from the others Aftor closing the lil, he sawed har in

hf‘lfc g ‘ .
Mre Davidson 1in't “1n1 becausd he hr 1 her insurcd, but the children were
unheppy for e long tire, anl pelicc mede »n awful fusa about ite.
Our second hunk of poesgy, frn?.PHYLLIS‘KL“IN, 122 Howlen! St., Rozbury, Mass.---
A FANT. >.JY : . .
Snvy and greci havas conquerc’ all--
Man's roign istover end ho must, fnll.;
what rules supreriec on Earth, the stronger?
The ant 1s king, anl ©ian, no longcra
" Upon nen's vorld thesun's ray falls
And no man trcads.in Torrﬁts'hqlls--
Dark anl Zescrted, ruinei they stend
As monuients to that nortnl band.
‘Yhnt knows the insect of joys on.l toears;
Of love — of heto - of hopgs and fenrs?
Of God - Of Hell - Of wisdop end truth?
. Of glory snl frro; of ago - of youfh? ¥
Ant, whot 16 you leave this planct of insonsates?
Music, or pooms, or loves, anl hates? . N
No, little people, I think not. .. .«
This plan:t: of atons en! wars of groed
. Beloangs to an who must be froed.
Man's reign is over, but not ah an ond.
Look out, little oncs! Man's not your friendl
Once ha crushei you 'neath his hceel-—
You were.inzignificent anl gould not feele .
- Man'%s heritemgae .is the hills, thc trces,
" The sky, -thc forcat, .the rivors, the brceze,
-And thero id nothing in noture :loft to you..
But whnt, of noturs, interastc you?
" From.nan's gservility p-slave will como.
.Rundr.saeps fron the grounld - yos, hoar the Jrum.
Men .;ust bo king-on thls, the Earth,
' No other emn cncoupass its girth
Back in. the twenticth century
(A8 on o%1 men.hrs toll it o ne)
ii. Men.fought nn bled.and died : |
" Becruge a’tyrant so- dzsircda
(conte on next page)
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Jut in the desert learned man came

To end his dark and sinful game-—

Weapons they had great and potent;
It was these arms so competent
That made the ant the king of all--
Man saw not his own decline and fall.

And now, in chains, we answer

The ant, our lord, our master.

We are born, we live, we die
In cheins; no freedom here inside
These concrete yet intangible cheins—-
Whet good are man's strength and brains?
His pride rcfuses hinm tears,
But floods his mind with fears.
One among us ~ his child - his aon
Will free us from this, our prison.
We look to the future for our freedom today--
Who among us can show us the way?
Yone aneng us gives reply—
The old one heaves a heavy sigh~-
He ronembers when we were gods—-
Now we frighten at the pnths we trod--
We're old and bent before our timo,
Hands and faces covared with grine;
But we live and hope and plan -
Upon our thoughts they plsced no ban.,
In the days to come, they will fall--
Man nust not wealken, groan, or pall;
Upon the world the sun's ray falls
And men shall walk in Terra's hnlls.
tEEEFA
From Land, the Bruce, out Minneapolis way,' cometh an informal discussion of formal
and formidable stuff --
RADIOACTIVE ISOTOPZS

Before we delve into the subject, first, an explanntion: an isotope is & form of
an clement which differs slightly in weizht from the cormon form, but whose chemi-
eal propertios are the same. Most elemcnts have isoptopes, but few aro radionctive
Uranium 235, tho 'boom! in the orlglnﬂl A-bomb, was (and 1s) a lightor ’neurotic'
form of stendard Urenium. U-238 is comron, 'raw, fissionable form.

80, OK - now you de~r poople know what is an isotope. ThOse who knew beforehand
will kindly keep ouiet ~- I am writing thise.

The rrdioactive isotopes in use today arc rirde so -by bombarding stable olonents
with neutrons. If you do not.know what = neutron {s, go 'waye. RI's arc being used
today quite n bit in cancer rosecrch and ars 'fed' to the pntient so that they con
centrate at the point of tho eancore. Tho canc¢cr cells are thus bonbarded from tho
inside. This ndvantage can bc soen whon considering deap cancoers ouch as those of
bones, lungs, stomach, etc. where the 'hard' X-reys necoosary to pcnotratc to the
cencer often injure the intorvehing tisoues; radiation burns arc notoriously slow
in healing, which doesn't inprovc tho condition of thao patient ~ny.

Usually rndioactive isotopes don't exist naturelly becnuse, for the most part,
they are too unsteble« Thosce with tho shorter "hplf-lives" aro not found in nature,
but U-235 1s founds Its half-life ic longer: than noste

Radioactive 1sotopes arc also being uscsd as tpacerss Carbon-14 conbined with |
oxygon to form cnrbon dioxide is given to plants, nnd is traced with Geigor coun-,
tors along its routes, points pf concentrations, and excrctions. Scientists hopo
in this way to unravcl tho nystory of photosynthcsis. Other RI's such as phosporus
arc fed through soil to plants, and routos ara studied the.samc way to-deternine
the best types of plant foods or fertilizors.

Lastly, RI's have thelr deadly use, too. In the forr: of radioactlvo dust they
have bocone the most terrible and versntlle woenpons of -ware (Thoro's littlo need
of trlking about them too much -- just rend tho newspapers)

Hopo you liked n' first fliterary:offort. To those who don't, ﬁbain I say "keep
quiet" -- nnybe you learned something -<~ ond it's free, isn't it?

Y . Bruce Lane
. _ - 1630 014 Shak’)peo .Rd. E
. _Minneapolis, Minnésota
PROFILES ' .
RICK SNEARY, the VF of IS3FCé- (The spc,lh.nh is Rlck's)
I was born, July 6, 1927, in the samg time I'm in now. I cane into the veil of
tears minus a few pﬂrt" and a felty vontilating systom. As I wesn't sent with a
garentee I had to stay. The first 16.years of ny lifse wore guite unaventfull. I
studied at horme, spent a little timc on the desert, ~nd devloped ny nind by lis-
tening to the rﬂdio. #hen I wne 16.I started rcndlng s—f. The. 1944 spring issue
of TWS was the first that I road; Planct ond others soon followed. Seeing an op-
portunity to rinke friends and improve ny: spelling I atartod writing to nemes I
saw in the magazines. I ret ny first fan in 1945, the year I joined NFFF. In 1946
I nttened the Pacificon and wes defeated in the NFFF elections I helpod found
Young Fandom and hnve held every post in it, noew rresident, as I on in NFFF. I
was n founding reribar of S. A. F. Se nnd 301ned the F. A. e Ae in 1948, and was
a key flgger in the OUTLANDER SOCIETY. I issued two ill-fatod general 'zines in
my cariy lays, but now confine rmy work to one of the APA's, or articles in other
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My primary 1nterest in fandon is still the flndlng of friends. Fans are the only
friends I have, and I will never have cnough of thems I see no future and plan
for none. Today is All, end tho past snd future but reflections of a dream.

® ox ok ¥
TAKEN FROM LETTERS:
BEN ABAS, Kennemerplein 2%, Hearlenm, Hollend: — Thenks for the nage that are ocoming.
I received EXPLORER today--the story was clever - the twist in the last few sen-
tences caught me nappinge .

DOT KELLER, 312 Eln St., Grrdncr, Mnas.— A friand of nino told e the ISFCC was
a good fan-club to belong to, s0 I wrote to Larry Kichlbauch. His answer has con-
vinced ne -- I'11 be looking forwrrd to recoiving the 'zines

Mres. JANIE LAMB, Heiskell, Tenn. - Thanks for the eard and also EXPLORER - enjoyed
both and would like to join ISFEC. I have the p-b vorsion of FOX WOMAN but wentod
the one finished by BOK.- sarie size as THE BLACK WHEEL

FRANK E MCNAMAR, Granger, Missouri -~ T liko Ray Rebel - if-ho keops going it
ought to be interesting all the.way-—-this club and ‘this nag can koep going only
as wo nenbers keep it goinge. Let's giva a b1g ahova, gnng, and nake a grand go of
this thinge

EDITH ROBERTSON, Box 62, Evart, Mlchlgan -1 went 4o know more about Pritchard S
Littlechip - how can I get n oopy.of FAN=FARE? (Hey, Faul--!) You should introduce
the roaders of TXFLORER to himeeel should have- Joined a fan club long agoe..now oy
way through fentasy land is cheored by lotters fror like-rinded devoteos-~- .

BOB #ALTON, Rock rort, Ille~ I liko EXCLORER very rmch --- ere there any mambors
looking for sonsone to write to? ‘I could write to a fow nmoro and would like to.

LARRY SAUNDERS, 170 Washington Ave., Stanford, Conns - ENLARGE!! At loast three
fiction yarne en issuc if poasible!...Lctter soction -- larger —~-- nora.

LARRY LICHT, 3% Post Ava., NYC 54 NY - The socond ish is definitely good -- it
hrs more of overything and a littlo riore on the storiess The lending library ‘sounds
like o darned good idoas

= * K o ok
With this issue there's the opportunity to lot you in on what to oxpect for the
coming June EXPLORER -~ look for. Jngk Cuthbaert'!s "PIONEER OF PLANET PUY, Wrai .
Ballard's PERFECTION, Bob Hosklns' MARTI AN. INHERI TANCE -~-~ and if we ean get the
OK fror: "SLANT" mnybe we'll have "The: Swordsmon of Varnis" —- 'tia a classicl
The hopeful negotintions are undoer way now——

There will be, as 4in prst iesues, RAY REBEL = discusaions on Mytholozy by Toby
Dunne -~ #nd whatever else nambers send in-e--.

N T ;
Herein we carry our first formal qd =-= Bill Butts asked us to inscrt a leaflet
with the April issue, but becauso wo're just nbout fivo days nhead of sked we'll
put the announcunent in thuely ---

PROFESSIONAL AMATEUR zUBLICATIONS
IS NOW TAKING g
FRE-FPUBLICATION ORDERS FOR THE NEW
BOOKLETS in:
Tho COST fot a SET of FIVE BOOKLETS
IS ONLY $1450
Send all orders to
We. C. BUTTS
2058 E, Atlantic Ste
Fhiladolphia, 34, Pcnnae

Articles of Intersst if you hnven't yct read thpm. v
READERS DIGEST - Condensation of "WORLDS OF COLIISION' - March, 1950
CORONET - Picture sorios on ROCKET TRIF to VENUS - april, 1950 (or March?)
TYO FLYING SAUCER articles - Jane and March TRUE neagazines
Por Archacology fene and roaders: The lato Ronan-carly Christian findings under
the Vatican ~ Mareh 27 issue of LIFE
Ok ok kW

WHY THE HEAVENLY BODIES ARE SC N.MED - by RAY REBZL

(In the first issue, the sun and tho noon were covered -~ in the second issue the
planets were started, working outward from Mercury -~ the last to be nmentioned
wag our own pleasant little residenco, the Earth --- we continuc now thh Mars
and head toward the outer reaches--)

PLANET MARS NAMED for BLOOD-RED COLOR

The noxt planet after Earth in order of distance from the sun in nodern astron-
ony (the ancients thought the planets and sun revolved about- tho Earth) is Mars.
It is 80 naned because of its blood-red color and has always been associatad with
tho gods of deoath and destruction. Mars was first nnned in ancient Bnbylonia, and
like the other four planets rccognized there, was identified with a great god of
their panthoon.

Tho Babylonian priests, who thought tho movemonte of tho planets reopresented
activities of the particular gods, identified Mare with Norgal, their god of war.
Nergal, reprosented as a lion-headed god, was first regerdod as god of the

noon-dny sun (destroyer of man) and ruler of the dead in the Babylonian "hell".



Mars — Conte

The Greeks later mssociated Mars with Ares, their bloodvthirsty gpd of battles,
end fiinally the Romans named it Mars for their flaning god of wars

The Romens believed he was the legendary.frther of Romulus, tho founder of Rone.
The blood-red planet was thus particularly revered by thoe Ronanse .

JUPITER, BIGGEST PLANET, HONORS GHIEF GOD

Jupiter, next after Mare in distance from the sun, is named thus boecause it is
the largest and most mnjestic of the planets. Naturally it took the name of the
highest or chief god (lord of creafion) in every pantheon since the dawn of history.

The anciont Babyloni~ns, .first ‘to name.thg planets, associated i1t with Lor Mar-
duk (Bel-Merodach), suprerie deity. Lord Marduk was.-supposed to have created not
only the heavens and earth, but also the eonstellations and plenets. After that
he was then supposed to have created man out of blood and/or clay. .

Merduk began as nn yni-portant local sun~god (Asnru) -Aftor the Babylonians
cane into powor the pricsts rewrote the theology to unko Marduk the lord of all
creation. Marduk was also known Y " Young Bull, thq Sun."

As the plenot Jupiter,’ Ye wne known as Shulpae before the 22nd century BCe The
Greeks transferred the attributes of Marduk to their chief” god, Zeus, and finally
the Ronmans elescted Jupitor as their highest dlvlnlty, this, appnrently because he
could hurl thunderbolts with tho accuraey of a.big-league pitchor. They thought
the majestic and slow-noving Juppter to-be a lucky stare

SATURN NAMED FOR SLOW MOTION

Saturn, nost remote of the planets known to tho ancicnts, was so nnaned because
it was the slowest, but the association with time, from the Greek god Cronus, is
an errer; the chief nscoeintion down tho ages is agriculture.

The Surierian religion of Babylon and Assyrie identifiod the planet with Ninurte,
prinarily a war gode Ninurta championed the gods of order against the dragons of
cheos or darkness, and, having chnincd the dragons, created tho universe and ran.
But, after the rttrlbutes of Ninurta woere usurped by Marduk (Jupiter), Ninurta
became a relatively uninportant god of r~griceulturc and harvcste

Tho Greeks associatod hin with Cronus,: likcwige first born of heaven and earth
who tried to rule the’ unlverso, but was failed by Zous,-his son. His nanme was con-
fused with Chronos (tirme), so by mistake he bocare a "Father Tine,"

This hearvest god wrne identified by the Romans with Saturnus or Saturn, deity
of sowing, The Latins rogarded Saturn ns unlucky stnr -~ a:1108% melancholy and
nnlevolent planacte :

oKk
At Just about this point we bring thc third 1ssue of EX}LORER to a close -—
there will be more Ray Rebel nnterial in thé next issuo, thanks to Ray's coning
through with adequato copy for the noxt couple of issucs. We nust romind oure
selves to ask him for sorio dope on Icnrus, the little gadget that has a peri-
helion of 17,000,000 miles, closor than that of Marcury --

all rosponslblllty for the appenranco of this issuo nust . rest upon these shoul-
dors this tinme because 'tis printed without the guidanec of tho Nat'l Radio Club,
whoso help hns beon vnatly appreciatod in provious iscude« .We hope all of it nay
be logible and nny be liked. And so, ngain,. ws give you another
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